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Disclaimer
This bookmay be of assistance to you, but there is no guarantee that the

publication is without flaw of any kind or is wholly appropriate for your
particular purposes and therefore disclaim all liability from error, loss or other
consequence that may arise fromlygng on anynformation in this book

This book has been prepared, and supporting documents used, with diligence.
Statements within this publication that originate from groups or individuals
have not been evidentially tested. No liability is accepted feoy action

resulting from an iterpretation of this boolor any part of it. The data in this
book is arrived at from information sourced and available in the public domain
at the time. The passage of time, manifestation of latent conditions or impacts
of future events may necessitate further examination and subsequent data
analysis , and revaluation of the data, findings, observations and conclusions
expressed in this book. This book has been prepared in accordance with care
and thoroughness. No warranty guarantee, whether expressed or implied, is
made of the data, observations and findings expressed in this book. This book
should be read in full. | accept no liability or responsibility whatsoever for, or in
respect of, any use of, or reliance uponistbook by any third partydowever,

| do sincerely hope this book encourages you to enquire about and or further
evaluate the material presented and diligently follow up on any aspect of
Otway Ranges water resource management that may have been aroused in
your mind but not answered.

www.stopgroundwatemining.com.au
25 October 2018

Malcolm Gardiner

Email:otwaywater@yahoo.com.au www.otwaywater.com.au
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INTRODUCTION
Attempting to keep abreast of developments and record the process for
perpetuity is sometimes drawout and tedious. Never the less it is most
important that such a record is kept so that historyaynnot be allowed to
repeat itself. But more importantly, those people in the position of authority
and responsibility who act on our behalf are kept accountable. Without this
the management of the groundwater resources of the Otway Ranges will
continue tostumble from one disaster to another.

Can you put this
in the Barwon
Downs Borefield
history section for
me, please?
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982-2018

Between these dates Barwon Water extraction over 120,000 million litres of
water from the Barwon Downs Borefieldr use within theGreater Geelong
Region®W®@ Extractions during the 19823 drought are reportedto have
suppledp /&2 2 F DSSt 2y 3QMillefirus Rdught hisdighrg” 3§ K
rose to 709490

Unfortunately over this period and despite numerous predictions and
warningsof what could/would take place with over extractiotme extractions

far exceeded what could even be vaguely regarded as sustaifiéi3lé? The
pumping of water from the BarwoDowns Borefield has been conducted as
what could best be described mining operation.

The short and long term impacts over this 30 year period have been
comprehensively documented®® Prediction of longer term ramifications
have also been made and include deep water aquifer pollutioore creeks
and rivers will stop flowing, includinthe Gellibrand River; fire risk will
continue to be an ever increasing problem with the creation of desert like
conditions in the Otway Rang&s>®

2012

In the lead up to the licence renewal (June 2019) for groundwater extraction at
the Barwon Dows Borefield, Barwon Water began to prepare the case for
renewal.

October 2013
A Barwon Water Groundwater Community Reference Group (CRG) met for the
first time.

November 2017

Barwon Water had planned to have its licen@mewal application sent to
Southern Rural Water by the end of 20%4%.This has been postponed on
several occasions since and has now been delayed indefigiepggs7, 9, 17.

20172018

Late in 2017 and early 2018 Barwon Water convened seveoahmunity
Workshops broadening the representation allowing discussion along the lines
of the CRG deliberations.
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April 2018
After nearly five years of deliberations the CRG delivered its
recommendations to the Barwon Water Board of Management.
Theserecommendations included:

1 Implement a remediation plan fdownimpacts created.

1 No groundwater extraction during this period other than 100 ML/year
for maintenance of the infrastructure.
Fill any knowledge gapand
continue to monitor the recovery othe borefield so that at the end of
the remediation process it can be established whether there can be
future sustainable extractions.

)l
)l

May 2018
Barwon Water established a Community Remediation Group to focus on the
remediationplan for the Big Swamp and Boundary Creek.

Otway Water Book 42Bx !  C NXE a deals{ with Iede>of the difficulties
encountered with this process and discuss=velopments since the first
workshop®h G0 gl & 21 0SNJ . 221 nH/ @& %Nkegsde | hy
the Blood Bank? (One hopes Not) K| & O2y 0 A dzSR GKAa&a aiz

Remediation Workshop 3July 2018

Otway Water Book 42C covasnultitude of issues and happenings related to
the remediation of the Barwon and Gellibrand River Catchmednis far the
most significant item contained in this book is the Minister for Water, Lisa
b S @A présSrelense of 9 August 20E&page).

Read all about it.
Water Minister
makes a stand.
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Media Release

The Hon Lisa Neville mp

Thursday, 9 August, 2018

REMEDIATION PLAN FOR OTWAY WATERWAYS

The Andrews Labor Government is protecting the health of Otway waterways by ensuring Barwon Water repair the
environmental impacts of past groundwater extraction in the region.

Minister for Water Lisa Neville has intervened through Southern Rural Water (SRW) to request a legally enforceable
remediation plan, under Section 78 of the Water Act, to improve and protect the health of key waterways in the
Otways.

Ms Neville said she was also requesting extra work to determine whether any further extraction is sustainable. This
is in addition to the normal assessment process.

The announcement — which affects waterways such as the Big Swamp, Boundary Creek and Barwon River (between
Boundary Creek and Winchelsea) and important groundwater reserves — includes the following directions to SRW:

e That Barwon Water prepare a thorough remediation plan, given findings that past groundwater extraction
have affected pH conditions in Boundary Creek

« That in addition to the normal assessment process, SRW establish an independent technical review panel
to asses Barwon Water’s groundwater extraction license renewal application

e That SRW work with DELWP to determine whether a change to the overall permissible consumptive volume
for the Gerangamete Groundwater Management Area should be reduced

e That Barwon Water discontinue any extraction activities, other than for maintenance and emergency
response purposes, while the assessment is being completed and until all remediation work dictated under
the remediation plan has been completed.

While groundwater extraction to supplement supply hasn’t been undertaken in the borefield in two years, the
environmental impact from past extraction means there needs to be a change in approach.

In addition, SRW will create a community reference group to provide input into the groundwater license renewal
assessment process and a forum for issues to be raised in a formal manner.

People who wish to register interest to take part in the community reference group can contact Southern Rural

Water on 1300 139 510.

The Labor Government has already invested in large-scale infrastructure projects such as the desalination plant,
the Melbourne-Geelong pipeline and Anglesea borefield — which now means Geelong’s water supply is future-
proofed, more secure than ever before and less reliant on groundwater.

Quotes attributable to Minister for Water Lisa Neville
“Maintaining the health of these vital waterways is vital for both the Geelong community and local environment.”
“I've placed strict requirements on Barwon Water’s licence renewal process and | expect them to be complied with.”

“| will ensure the health of our local waterways is prioritised, and that locals are kept well-informed on the
development of the remediation plan.”

Media contact: Elisa Fernandes 0438 021 203 | elisa.fernandes@minstaff.vic.gov.au

* Because Barwon Water has delayed any liceroewal applicationsee Page
9 Colac Herald Article headed,! LILX A OF G A2y T2 NJSouwhemyRurabAMaiterhasr ¢ o
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notified peoplewho applied to be on the Southern Rural Water Community
Reference Group thahe group will not be formeduntil the licence renewal
application is madeAs things stand this could be years away. This then begs
the question what happens when the licence expires in June 2019.

From: Barwon Water Licence Renewal < >
Date: Thu, Oct 11, 2018 at 4:11 PM

Subject: Barwon Downs Licence Community Reference Group (Southern Rural Water)
To: < >

Dear Andrew,

We wanted to give you an update on the timeline since we last contacted you to thank you for registering interest
to join the Barwon Downs Licence Community Reference Group, which we intend to establish.

Barwon Water has still not applied for a renewal of its licence under section 58 of the Water Act (1989), so we are
not yet in a position to convene our Community Reference Group.

As soon as we have received the renewal application, we will be in touch and provide you with a form to complete
the nomination process. Once the group is convened, we will be able to provide a timeline and more information
about the section 58 process.

You may have seen some recent media and updates on Barwon Water’s website regarding the separate
Ministerial notice issued to Barwon Water under section 78 of the Water Act (1989), requiring action on
remediation planning and implementation. Please note that this is a separate process to the section 58
application for a licence renewal.

If you have any further questions please contact Penny Winbanks, Project Manager on

Regards,

This letter makes it appear that there will be a selecti
process put into play rehe{ 2 dzii K S NI/ w dzN
Community Reference Group composition. However
Angk Moctohoor Grace MitchelR &  f(s& fhgésSstades all applicants
have been accepted.
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It seems quite cleafrom this press releasthat the only extractions to take
placebefore the implementation of and success of the remediation plamill
be for maintenanceof the infrastructureor in emergency situationgiso see page
25).
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