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Disclaimer 
This book may be of assistance to you, but there is no guarantee that the 

publication is without flaw of any kind or is wholly appropriate for your 

particular purposes and therefore disclaim all liability from error, loss or other 

consequence that may arise from relying on any information in this book. 

This book has been prepared, and supporting documents used, with diligence. 

Statements within this publication that originate from groups or individuals 

have not been evidentially tested. No liability is accepted from any action 

resulting from an interpretation of this book or any part of it. The data in this 

book is arrived at from information sourced and available in the public domain 

at the time. The passage of time, manifestation of latent conditions or impacts 

of future events may necessitate further examination and subsequent data 

analysis , and re-evaluation of the data, findings, observations and conclusions 

expressed in this book. This book has been prepared in accordance with care 

and thoroughness. No warranty or guarantee, whether expressed or implied, is 

made of the data, observations and findings expressed in this book. This book 

should be read in full. I accept no liability or responsibility whatsoever for, or in 

respect of, any use of, or reliance upon, this book by any third party. However, 

I do sincerely hope this book encourages you to enquire about and or further 

evaluate the material presented and diligently follow up on any aspect of 

Otway Ranges water resource management that may have been aroused in 

your mind but not answered. 

 

 

 

 

 25 October 2018 

Malcolm Gardiner 

Email: otwaywater@yahoo.com.au      www.otwaywater.com.au 

www.stopgroundwatermining.com.au 

mailto:otwaywater@yahoo.com.au
http://www.otwaywater.com.au/
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INTRODUCTION 
Attempting to keep abreast of developments and record the process for 
perpetuity is sometimes drawn-out and tedious. Never the less it is most 
important that such a record is kept so that history may not be allowed to 
repeat itself. But more importantly, those people in the position of authority 
and responsibility who act on our behalf are kept accountable. Without this 
the management of the groundwater resources of the Otway Ranges will 
continue to stumble from one disaster to another. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Can you put this 

in the Barwon 

Downs Borefield 

history section for 

me, please? 
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982-2018 
Between these dates Barwon Water extraction over 120,000 million litres of 
water from the Barwon Downs Borefield for use within the Greater Geelong 
Region.(1)(2) Extractions during the 1982-83 drought are reported to have 
supplied рл҈ ƻŦ DŜŜƭƻƴƎΩǎ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Millennium Drought this figure 
rose to 70%.(6)(7) 

Unfortunately over this period, and despite numerous predictions and 
warnings of what could/would take place with over extraction, the extractions 
far exceeded what could even be vaguely regarded as sustainable.(6)(10)(11) The 
pumping of water from the Barwon Downs Borefield has been conducted as 
what could best be described, a mining operation. 
 
The short and long term impacts over this 30 year period have been 
comprehensively documented.(3)(4)(5) Prediction of longer term ramifications 
have also been made and include deep water aquifer pollution; more creeks 
and rivers will stop flowing, including the Gellibrand River; fire risk will 
continue to be an ever increasing problem with the creation of desert like 
conditions in the Otway Ranges.(4)(5)(8) 

 
2012 
In the lead up to the licence renewal (June 2019) for groundwater extraction at 
the Barwon Downs Borefield, Barwon Water began to prepare the case for 
renewal. 
 
October 2013 
A Barwon Water Groundwater Community Reference Group (CRG) met for the 
first time.  
 
November 2017 
Barwon Water had planned to have its licence renewal application sent to 
Southern Rural Water by the end of 2017.(14) This has been postponed on 
several occasions since and has now been delayed indefinitely (see pages 7, 9, 17).  
 
2017-2018 
Late in 2017 and early 2018 Barwon Water convened several Community 
Workshops broadening the representation allowing discussion along the lines 
of the CRG deliberations. 
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April 2018 
After nearly five years of deliberations the CRG(13) delivered its 
recommendations to the Barwon Water Board of Management. 
These recommendations included: 

¶ Implement a remediation plan for known impacts created. 

¶ No groundwater extraction during this period other than 100 ML/year 
for maintenance of the infrastructure. 

¶ Fill any knowledge gaps, and  

¶ continue to monitor the recovery of the borefield so that at the end of 
the remediation process it can be established whether there can be 
future sustainable extractions. 

 
 May 2018 
Barwon Water established a Community Remediation Group to focus on the 
remediation plan for the Big Swamp and Boundary Creek.  
 
Otway Water Book 42B, ά! CǊŜǎƘ {ǘŀǊǘΣέ deals with some of the difficulties 
encountered with this process and discusses developments since the first 
workshop.(8) hǘǿŀȅ ²ŀǘŜǊ .ƻƻƪ пн/ ά5ǊŀŎǳƭŀ hƴŎŜ !Ǝŀƛƴ ōŜƛƴƎ DƛǾen Keys to 
the Blood Bank? (One hopes Not)έ Ƙŀǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΦ(3) 

 
Remediation Workshop 3. (July 2018) 
Otway Water Book 42C covers a multitude of issues and happenings related to 
the remediation of the Barwon and Gellibrand River Catchments, but far the 
most significant item contained in this book is the Minister for Water, Lisa 
bŜǾƛƭƭŜΩǎ, press release of 9 August 2018 (see page 7).  
 
 
 

 

Read all about it. 

Water Minister 

makes a stand. 
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. 
 
      Because Barwon Water has delayed any licence renewal application (see Page 

9 Colac Herald Article headed, ά!ǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǇǳƳǇƛƴƎ ǇƻǎǘǇƻƴŜŘέύ Southern Rural Water has 
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notified people who applied to be on the Southern Rural Water Community 
Reference Group that the group will not be formed until the licence renewal 
application is made. As things stand this could be years away. This then begs 
the question what happens when the licence expires in June 2019. 
 

This letter makes it appear that there will be a selection 

process put into play re: the {ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ wǳǊŀƭ ²ŀǘŜǊΩǎ 

Community Reference Group composition. However, 

Grace MitchellΩǎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ (see page 35) states all applicants 

have been accepted. 
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It seems quite clear from this press release that the only extractions to take 
place before the implementation of, and success of the remediation plan, will 
be for maintenance of the infrastructure or in emergency situations (also see page 

25). 


